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IN THE offices along the Forum Romanum the bankers were
discussing the effect of the foreign policy on the loan-rate.
Like all the moneyed class, they were opposed to a dictator-
ship which, being based on soldiers and proletariat, was
liable to pass land-bills and repudiation measures destructive
of vested interests. Yet they could not but be excited about
the war. It would mean endless new markets. Contact
with India and China would be put on a solid basis. Unless
there was something behind the rumours that Caesar meant
to marry Cleopatra and make Troy or Alexandria his capital,
there was a great time in store for Rome. If money poured
in, what need of revolutionary confiscations? The defenders
of Caesar among the middle-classes said that there lay his
intention. The only way he could hold his radical supporters
in check was by this grand imperialist measure. For it was
clear that, whatever else he wanted, he did not want to
interfere with the system of production that was developing,
in quality and quantity of manufactures, more actively and
complicatedly every year.

"But he can't be trusted."

"Look here: the Bithynian Company is still paying
30 per cent/*

"Postumus is going bankrupt/*

"Take care if you put central-heating in. The builder
was leaving the stove exhaust-pipe right under the bedrooms/*

"Yes, her hair's so long that I can let it down front and
back, and tie it between her legs. Then seal the knot with
my signet/*

"What's Caesar going to do about it?"

There was discontent in the civil service. Caesar was
already amplifying the service, and his plans clearly meant
to give it much wider.scope. But instead of providing
sinecures for politicians* he was introducing his trained
slaves and freedmen, mostly Greeks. A pack of Egyptians
were causing trouble at the Mint. But for the minor officials
there was work in abundance. More appointments were
made daily* All the municipalities of the Empire, including
Rome, needed re-organisation; and commissioners were
busy modifying the general law in terms of each locality
and producing town-charters* In the townships there was